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“Doctors told me I would never be able to come 
back and fight again, let alone walk properly 
again. I’ve been able to do that and I’ve been able 
to capture a world title, making me the very first 
cancer survivor to be a boxing world champion.”

- Daniel Jacobs   -

www.macmillan.org.uk



Date: 16/09/2017
Smith (UD) v Skoglund

Callum Smith opened the Super 
Middleweight WB Super Series 
tournament with a hard fought 
war with Erik Skoglund and 
eventually winning on points. 
Smith took the first four rounds 
comfortably, but flagged in the 
middle rounds, having his nose 
burst by stiff, popping jabs from 
the Swede. He remained calm, 
and with the reassurance of his 
brothers in the first row, regained 
his composure and pressed late 
on, dropping his man in the 11th. 
It was a clear step up for Smith 
and though he struggled for 
a third of the fight, he showed 
true grit and came out on top. 

Date: 23/09/2017  
Fury v Parker (UD)

H u g h i e  Fu r y  d i d n’t  d o 
enough win the WBO world 
heavyweight title against New 
Zealander Joseph Parker. Fury 
danced around the edge of the 
ring, his elusive style forcing his 
counterpart to chase him almost 
the opening bell. An accidental 
head clash cut Fury in the fourth, 
but he battled on showing the 
very same determination that 
got him through his previous 
fight with Fred Klassi. The 
Brit’s cautious approach 
was his ultimate demise; his 
footwork was very good, not 
quite “shades of Ali” as his 
coach claimed, but impressive 
nonetheless but he never 
looked to press the action. That 
was Parker’s domain. Despite 
not many punches being thrown 
by either man, it was Parker who 
had the most telling blows land. 
A notable uppercut caused Fury 
to hold in the middle rounds in a 
squib of a fight. Fury couldn’t 
convince the judges that his 
pretty movement was deserving 
of a win and Parker has seen 
his own stock go down with 
this showing so it is difficult to 
see where either goes next. 
One thing is for sure, it will be 
easier for the guy with the belt.

Lewis Calvert 
Editor

Twitter: @LewCalvert91
Email: bigwritehook@gmail.com
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Date: 09/09/2017
Usyk (TKO 10) 
v Huck

Olexander Usyk is a badman. It 
is official. On Twitter at least. The 
Ukrainian’s fierce performance 
over veteran Marco Huck in 
the opening fight of the WB 
Super Series was a fitting fight 
to start off what promises to 
be a tremendous journey. 
Likened to a cruiserweight 
version of Vasyl Lomachenko, 
the powerful warrior could 
only grin with psychotic delight 
when he was on the receiving 
end of a rare Huck salvo, 
before he dished out one of his 
own ruthless combinations.  

Date: 30/09/2017
Battle on the Mersey

Rocky Fielding was the star of 
the show with a devastating first 
round knock-out of the much 
fancied David Brophy. Many 
had seen this as a 50/50 fight, 
but Fielding’s power was just 
too much for the Scotsman 
who was pounced upon 
within 40 intense seconds.
There was redemption for 
Ohara Davies who got a sixth 
round knockout over the very 
game Tom Farrell. The Scouser 
was clobbered with a huge left 
hand in the first and never fully 
recovered, but showed no signs 
of quit despite being dropped 
three times in a punishing 
performance that now puts 

OD back in the mix for titles.
Sean Masher Dodd continued 
his impressive career by 
outworking Tom Stalker to earn 
a unanimous decision. The pair 
put on the fight of the night in a 
domestic slugfest and each be 
proud of their display. Whether 
Dodd can get a world title 
shot will be next on his mind.
This was much at odds with 
the “main event” which saw 
Paul Butler and Stuart Hall bore 
the Echo Arena for 12 rounds. 
It was job done for Butler who 
won convincingly boxing off 
the back foot to claim a lop 
sided UD and he will look to 
challenge Jamie McDonnell 
next for world honours.

Monthly      
    Round 
       Up..

The long term future of boxing 
is in jeopardy due to years and 
years of abyssal marketing. 
You would think on the back 
of the two biggest fights of the 
year, (for different reasons) 
Mayweather v McGregor and 
Canelo v Golovkin coupled 
with the opening of the World 
Boxing Super Series, that 
the sport was doing just fine.

One money grabbing circus and 
another judging controversy 
have hampered general appeal. 
Like it or not, the sport and its 
fighters, are all part of what 
“business people” call the “5 
P’s”. This refers to the mixture 
of things that make a business 
profitable: product, price, place 
promotion and people. So 
rather than break down a fight, 
I thought I’d break down the 
whole sport and highlight a few 
areas of improvement. Then I’ll 
start on a cure for world poverty.

Much like the UFC, boxing 
is a product. Only boxing is 
a far more diluted because 
of the sheer amount of 
promoters,  broadc asters, 
weight classes and three too 
many “recognised” world titles. 
Casual fans do not respect 
the term “world champion” 
in boxing any more because 
there is just so many of them.

The fighters are products; selling 
themselves inside and outside 
the ring; some boxers like to be 
outspoken and controversial, 
whilst others classy and 
positive in press conferences 
and interviews. Their in ring 
styles too, explosive knock-

outs merchants or pure pugilists 
attracting their own sets of 
fans. As fighters are matched 
against horrible defensive 
fighters, the anti-climax of 
many a fight is troubling for the 
viewers entertainment value. 

The price is perhaps the biggest 
qualm of fight fans. There is 
justified uproar at ticket prices up 
for resale on StubHub as ticket 
touts fleece the hard working 
out of a genuine sale. This 
yearly cycle of disappointment 
and outrage is a stain on the 
sport. Soon the process of 
acquiring an Anthony Joshua 
will be more akin to purchasing 
a Glastonbury ticket, with 
the need for identification.

As for promotion, there is no 
doubt Eddie Hearn would 
have packed out the Echo 
Arena with the power of Sky’s 
incessant advertising on every 
channel is broadcasts on for 
his fighter Callum Smith. A late 
deal with ITV meant the fight 
was not advertised adequately 
enough. And as BT play catch 
up and Sky’s model, and pay-
per-views creep up closer to 
an extortionate £20, every 
body is trying to get in on the at. 
The inclusion of direct paying 
platforms on ITV, BT and most 
recently and uninspiringly, 
Youtube, have the boxing world 
in a spin. Thankfully Cyclone 
and Haymaker Promotions are 
broadcast for free on Channel 
5 and comedy channel Dave, 
but their production is more 
laughable than the Lee Mack 
sitcoms they play midweek. 

Place if not time, is also not 
helping UK fans. Las Vegas may 
be the pinnacle of the sport. 
And there remains great allure 
and magic to staying up late 
to watch a Brit abroad, but it is 
just not practical to watch live 
for the average person. Give 
us an hour or two. Help us out 
over here. Forget a tree falling 
in a forest, when the best fight 
the best, but their is nobody 
awake to see it, did they really 
fight. (Yes, but never mind.) 

Finally, we, the people are what 
tie the sport together. Boxing is 
yet to figure out who it is aiming 
its product at. Do they want the 
couch potato who buys PPV or 
the lad out on the lash with his 
mates to get tickets? As people 
in charge of media outlets move 
into the digital age, where young 
boxing fans have been for the 
past five years, there is a fear that 
the current state of affairs is only 
going to become even wilder. 

So, there’s the problems, here’s 
how you fix them: unify all the 
world titles, have less PPV’s, 
charge less for tickets, have a 
broadcasting industry standard, 
do more cross promotion 
between TV channels, match 
attacking fighters, have main 
events start no later than 10pm 
and have a 5 man independent 
board of ex-fighters, coaches 
and referees video review all 
major fights. But we will sooner 
see world poverty end than 
any of that happen. Right then, 
let’s fix world poverty then…  



iddleweight champion 
Gennady Golovkin 
retained his WBA, 

WBO and IBF titles via a 
controversial majority draw 
with Saul ‘Canelo’ Alvarez at the 
T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas.

The overriding feeling in the 
aftermath of a contest is one 
of frustration, shared between 
all who witnessed the contest 
unfold at Sin City that night. 

Both men gave all they 
possessed but it wasn’t enough 
to sway the result in their favour, 
neither man was down or hurt in 
any way, putting their impressive 
power, chin and ring IQ on show 
in an absorbing contest which 
lived up to its high expectations.

After twelve rounds, both 
men had delivered on their 
pre-fight promise but once 
again, scoring came to the 
forefront of controversy. Judge 
Adelaide Byrd somehow 
thought it right to award Canelo 
ten of the twelve rounds, a 
scorecard of 118-110, bringing 
boo’s from even the most 
staunch of Mexican support.

Universal opinion had Golovkin 

the winner in a tight encounter, 
he pressed the action, 
manoeuvring Canelo around 
the ring using his impressive 
footwork to cut off some 
escape routes. Canelo for the 
majority of the time, fought off 
the back foot, landing some 
eye-catching counters to let 
the champion know he was 
very much still in the gunfight.

The fifth round brought the 
capacity audience to their feet 
as both men traded big shots, 
Golovkin went first, landing 
a huge shot which Canelo 
shook off before coming back 
with his own heavy artillery.

Golovkin was walking his man 
down with no sense of caution, 
taking the middle round 
scoring for most observers. 

The ninth was another brilliant 
spectacle of boxing, once 
more bringing the octaves 
up a few decibels as big shot 
after big shot landed but both 
men remained upright to 
showcase their incredible chins.

Alvarez looked tired, he slumped 
in-between rounds with his legs 
stretched out, pondering his 

next move. The Mexican 
contingent needed to 
see the fire from Canelo 
and in the tenth they 
got their wish; Canelo 
erupted with shots that 
had Golovkin reeling. 

Down the stretch, 
Canelo seemed like a 
fighter who knew he 
needed the rounds to 
keep the fight close, 
putting together a 
brilliant combination 
in the contest’s last 
stanza, but the ever 
p re s s i n g  G o l ov k i n 
was undeterred by the 
power and soaked it 
up in order to get close 
enough to land shots of 
his own, which he did.

The sound of the final 
bell had both men 
raising their hand, 
Golovkin’s aloft with 
more conviction than 
his hopeful counterpart 
but neither man would 
get their wish. Alvarez 
got the nod on Byrd’s 
s c o re c a rd  by  a n 
embarrassing margin 
of 118-110, but Dave 

Moretti had it 115-113 for 
Golovkin and Don Trella ruled 
it a draw. A rematch in May 
could be on the cards next.

“I wanted a true fight, I like 
the Mexican style,” Golovkin 
said in the ring afterwards. 
“This was a real fight, it was 
real drama, I still have all the 
belts. My focus is on the belts 
and I am still the champion. It’s 
not my fault (on the scores). I 
put pressure on every round 
- thanks to the people that 
support me. Yes the next 
fight I want a true fight.”

“We should have a second 
fight. Yes of course, obviously 
yes, if the people want it… yes” 
said Alvarez, “he didn’t win. It 
was a draw. I always said I was 
going to be a step ahead of 
him. We’ll fight in the second 
one and I will win anyway.”

It may have been a big drama 
show, but it was not the kind 
of drama fight fans like to see. 
Luckily for us, both men might 
be going for the knockout 
second time around and there 
will be no need for the judges. 

Judgement 
Day

“We should have a second fight. Yes of course, obviously yes, if the people want it...yes”
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The British Boxing scene is 
known globally for its famous 
atmospheres, from smaller 
shows in York Hall to 80 000 
sell-outs at Wembley stadium. 
But some fighters bring more 
fans and more excitement 
than others. Manchester’s 
Anthony Crolla and Glasgow’s 
Ricky Burns bring just that, 
so why not bring both former 
World Champions together 
in a packed-out arena to tear 
lumps out of each other? 
Well Matchroom have done 
just that. October 7th at 
The Manchester Arena will 
be something unmissable.

There comes a time in every 
fighter’s career where the 
thought of retirement occurs, a 
time when the body has been 
through enough, and the inner 
question of whether they can still 
compete at the top level. Crolla 
and Burns will have had that 
thought recently, with both men 

coming off defeats, losing their 
coveted world title straps, Crolla 
with the WBA lightweight title in 
two hardened efforts against elite 
fighter Jorge Linares, and Burns 
with his WBA Super-lightweight 
title against tough Julius Indongo.

It’s been a long and hard road 
for Crolla, in 2012 he lost two 
fights inside a year, and was 
only thought to be British 
Level at best. But it was his 
incredible determination that 
proved everybody wrong; he 
shocked the boxing public by 
beating favourite Gavin Rees in 
2013, shortly followed by wins 
against fellow Mancunians 
Steve Foster and former 

stablemate John Murray. 

Since then he’s been hospitalised 
for a fractured skull and a 
broken ankle for confronting 
his neighbour ’s burglars, 
come back and won a brilliant 
World Title against Darleys 
Perez, defended it against the 
avoided Ismael Barroso, with 
a stoppage in the 7th and he 
put up a solid display against 
pound-for-pound fighter Linares. 

Scotland’s only three-weight 
world champion Ricky Burns 
also hasn’t had the easiest 
career. His first world title was 
the WBO Super Featherweight 
strap in 2010, coming in arguably 
his best win against Roman 
Martinez. Then won his second 
at Lightweight in 2012. He held a 
world title for four years up until 
he was beaten on home turf 
convincingly by Ring Magazine’s 
c u r re nt  p o u n d - fo r- p o u n d 
number two fighter, Terence 

Crawford.Subsequently, it has 
been defeats against former 
champions Dejan Zlaticanin 
and Omar Figueroa Jr that 
pegged him back. Finally 
having a shot for the vacant 
W B A  S u p e r- L i g h t w e i g h t 
title in 2016 in which he won 
before losing it to Indongo.

This fight is hugely important 
in terms of what to do next for 
both men. The winner will be 
hoping to get their name back 
in the mix for world titles, and it is 
very likely the loser may decide 
that this is the end of the road. It 
is very hard to see a way back 
at this stage, for Burns at the 
age of 34 is past his prime and 

if Crolla were to lose, it would 
be his third successive defeat.

In terms of styles, the fight will 
be a good watch, both coming 
forward with tight defences. 
Although not much power is 
carried by either man. Having a 
combined knockout percentage 
of around 30%, it will most likely 
go to the cards. Although a lot 
of respect has been shown by 
both men, as they are genuine 
‘nice guys’ in the boxing 
world, that will all go out the 
window for twelve hard fought 
rounds in the squared circle.

Fighters are not only defined 
on titles and records. They are 
reliant on their opponents, and 
having the perfect opponent is 
the key to carving out a lasting  
legacy which they will leave 
behind when they do hang up 
the gloves. Crolla and Burns 
need each other, it’s the only 
way back into huge world title 

fights and they both realise it. 
That is the reason the fight was 
so easy and quick to make. 
A career will be defined and 
another ended on October 7th, 
and we’d be foolish to miss an 
electric night in Manchester.

 the fight will be a good watch, both coming 
forward with tight defences. Although not 
much power is carried by either man having a 
combined knockout percentage of around 30%
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This fight is hugely 
important in terms

of what to do 
next for both men
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12
 12 
Rounds 

 …   
  Tom 
Ansell 

with

1. Who is your favourite all 
time boxer?
Marcos Maidana because e he 
doesn’t get knocked out, defied 
all the odds by beating Adrian 
Broner and is a real banger. I just 
love how exciting he was.

2. Who is your favourite active 
boxer?
Mikey Garcia. He is a technical 
boxing genius and always a 
pleasure to watch.

3. Without naming names, 
have you got any examples 
of “politics in boxing”?
Not at the moment but I’m sure 
there will be in a couple of years.

4. What is the key to beating 
Joe Sherriff in your next fight?
Come forward aggression. I’m 
going to KO my next opponent.

5. What is the greatest fight of 
all time?
For me I’m still getting over how 
big the Anthony Joshua vs 
Wladimir Klitschko fight was. To 
do it in front of 90,000 people in 
London is unbelievable and what 
a fight it was!

6. Who do you think will win 
Canelo or Golovkin?
This fight could so easily go 
either way; Golovkin is a KO 
artist and he has a good chin but 
he isn’t as technical as Canelo. I 
think Alvarez wins because his 
counter punching is too much. 
However, I think it will go 12 
rounds and be a real 50/50 fight.

7. What are your thoughts 
on the World Boxing Super 
Series?
I think it is great for boxing - if it is 
televised on the correct channel. 
If a Matchroom fighter such as 
Callum Smith is fighting, that 
fight should be on Sky Sports. 
It’s all about getting the correct 
audiences for it to be successful.

8. Who is the hottest UK 
prospect?
I’ve got two: Josh Kelly, as his 
performance on the ‘Next Gen’ 
show was great. Also, Lawrence 
Okolie, he’s a former Olympian 
and has knocked out everyone 
he has faced so far.

9. How important is it to 
remain undefeated?
For me I think it is everything. If 
you stay winning, you sell tickets, 
you get noticed and then big 
opportunities come your way.

10. What is the hardest thing 
about boxing?
The hardest thing is dieting for 
me. This is why I’ve brought a 
top quality nutritionist on board. 
He’s helped me get to a weight 
I wouldn’t expect to get to and 
feel strong and confident at that 
weight.

11. Which two fighters from 
any era would be your dream 
fight?
Mike Tyson vs Tyson Fury. Just 
imagine the build up to that!

12. What do you want your 
lasting legacy to be?
My lasting legacy is to win belts 
and be unbeaten. I also want to 
be a great role model to anyone 
that wants to get into boxing.

Tom Ansell

www.dianespartydelights.co.uk

instagram.com/dianespartydelights
facebook.com/dianespartydelights.co.uk
etsy.com/uk/shop/dianespartydelights

Tom Ansell will 
be fighting his 
second profes-
sional fight on 
20th October on 
the undercard of 
Joe Joyce’s de-
but against Ian 
Lewison
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have been awash 
with boxing films in 

recent years. Blockbusters 
like Sylvester Stallone’s revival 
of the Rocky franchise, and 
the Jake Gyllenhaal drama 
Southpaw have been popular 
with audiences for their 
human stories, enhanced by 
the brutal backdrop which is 
the sweet science. George 
Groves’ career, a classic tale of 
rise and fall, rehabilitation and 
redemption, would rival any of 
them. Now, as he prepares for 
his upcoming World Boxing 
Super Series quarterfinal 
versus Jamie Cox, it is time to 
take a closer look at the next 
instalment of his oscillating saga.

Wrestling fans will recognise 
the terms ‘face’ and heel’, and 
during the build-up of his most 
notable domestic clashes, this 
dichotomy between ‘Saint’ 
George and his opponents 
has often been clearly marked. 
Groves has played both parts 
exceptionally well. As a fresh 
faced prospect, he won fans 
over when his quiet demeanour, 
intelligence and articulation 
made a fool of the mocking, 
hyped up James DeGale. Then, 
in his two clashes with Carl 
Froch, he turned goader. With 
his incessant winding up of 
the ‘Cobra’, he produced in his 
opponent an approach which 
Groves almost capitalised 

on, landing that famous right 
hand in the opening round. 
Unfortunately, it also no doubt 
increased the attendance for 
the second fight, allowing the 
old punchline of ‘80,000 in 
Wembley arena’ to be coined. 
In the following scene, Groves 
was down and out, with 
uninspired per formances 
against Chris Rebrass e 
and ‘Mamma’s Boy’, Denis 
Douglin. Concern grew, this 
was not the same man and his 
confidence appeared to have 
been shattered. Despite solid 
performances versus Badou 
Jack and Martin Murray, it 
was not universally expected 
that he would ever become 
a world champion, and so 
when the referee stepped in 
to protect Fedor Chudinov 
from any further harm earlier 
this year, the sense of relief 
was almost overwhelming. 
I t  s e e m e d  a  p o i g n a nt 
place for the credits to roll.

Only 29 however, Groves 
must feel he has plenty left to 
prove and he enters this new 
chapter as the favourite to 
win the Super-middleweight 
Muhammad Ali trophy. This 
time, though the lead up has 
been oddly well-mannered, 
Groves is again the ‘face’ versus 
Cox, a natural ‘heel’ character. 
Cox, 31, has not been warmed 
to by most fans of the sport. A 
blown up light-middleweight, 
he infamously wrested the 
Commonwealth title at 154lbs 
from the Ghanian, Obodai Sai. 
Throwing numerous low blows 
which should have earned him 
a disqualification, he eventually 
won a decision and was roundly 
booed by those in attendance. 
Cox was entitled to do whatever 
the referee allowed, but with 
Sai coming all that way to 
suffer such an injustice, a foul 
taste was left in many mouths. 
Reports of unsavoury actions 
outside of the ring with domestic 
violence accusations from his 
ex-girlfriend and  stint in prison 
have further characterised 
Cox as a bully and thug, but 
this simple reduction glosses 
over his obvious talent.
He is not the puncher he is 
made out to be, his record alone 
proves that. With a 24(13)-0-0 
ledger, Groves’ 26(19)-3(2)-0 
slate, amassed against a higher 
calibre of opposition, suggests 
where the true power lies in 
this fight. Nevertheless, Cox 
can punch, and he can box too, 

in a dirty but effective manner. 
Groves will have to be on full alert 
at all times, watching for head-
butts as well as power punches, 
and those that stray below the 
border. Groves will have to use 
his long jab, one of the better 
currently on show in the sport 
today, and if he can keep Cox 
on the end of it, he should win 
reasonably comfortably. If 
Groves lets Cox inside to wail 
away, or drops his hands long 
enough for a bomb to land, 
then he is certainly in danger.
O v e r a l l  h o w e v e r,  t h e 
rehabilitated Groves should 
win over the public antagonist 
Cox, using that jab, and his 
experience to pick up the 
rounds. If at his best, Groves, 
who carries considerable, if not 
always conspicuous power, 
should be able to chip away at 
his tough adversary and get a 
stoppage in the last few rounds.
If this fight marks a sequel 
of sorts to Groves’ neatly 
rounded career, then returning 
to Wembley Arena, against 
a divisive rival countryman, 
in a tournament gathering 
respect and massive attention, 
it is undeniably starting with 
a bang on October 14th.
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World Boxing 
Super Series:

1 4 / 1 0 / 2 0 1 7

Groves 
v Cox 

Written By: 
Liam Lawer

@LongCountBoxing 

Cox can 
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and he 
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too, in a
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Even in a room of giants, 
Bulgarian veteran, 
Kubrat Pulev, casts a 

broad and imposing shadow. At 
the press events to announce 
his challenge to Anthony 
Joshua, for the Englishman’s IBF, 
IBO and WBA Super world titles, 
Pulev fulfilled his function, in the 
way heavy-set, jobbing actors 
would in scripted encounters 
with James Bond or standing 
beside a diminutive Mafiosi 
Don. He said little, stretched his 
tailoring to the limit and frowned.

Pulev’s lack of confidence in his 
spoken English exacerbates 
the brooding aura I lazily 
impose on him and others 
who enter from the near 
East. As a child of the 1970s; 
Bond, Balboa and Sixsmith, 
the latter being the Russia 
correspondent for the BBC, 
shaped my preconceptions 
of the Communist block 
at a formative age. The 
darkness beneath Pulev’s 

lintel brow probably disguises 
a generous and thoughtful 
soul, not the cold, unflinching 
stereotype of the silver screen.

To the educated, who knew 
boxing before Sweet Caroline 
became its enforced theme 
tune and Neil Diamond before 
Matchroom Sports adopted 
his 1969 hit, Kubrat Pulev is the 
best opponent Anthony Joshua 
could face. True, he will not enter 
the ring to a rap track, nor sport 
tassels on his boots but the 
absence of such decoration 
should not mislead the informed.

Despite the challenger’s lack of 
mainstream appeal, the glow 
from boxing’s newest golden boy 
enabled convenient bedfellows 
StubHub and Matchroom 
Sports to dispense 80,000 
tickets to those sufficiently 
frothed at the lips, and each 
other, in less than an hour. If you 
accept the publicised sales 
statistics at face value, which is, 

as a turn of phrase, pointed, but 
entirely unintentionally satirical.
For the wil l ing pay-per 
-view adopters and those in 
attendance at the Principality 
S t a d i u m  o n  t h e  2 8 t h 
October, who have paid little 
attention to Pulev’s ability 
in making their investment, 
you may be pleasantly 
surprised come fight night.

Beware of my affinity for Pulev 
too, he isn’t Joe Frazier or Joe 
Louis, but his old world style 
does please this observer. 
Physically, he is the type of 
fighter your Grandad would have 
recognised as a heavyweight 
from across the room. A slab 
of old-fashioned big-man, giant 
hands, shoulders built on dinner 
plates, not swinging kettlebells, 
national service and dawn runs.

There is pedigree, Pulev had 
an excellent, if unspectacular, 
amateur record. In more than 
100 contests in the vest and 

head guard he would typically 
lose to Cuban Odlanier Solis and 
the mobile Roberto Cammarella 
of Italy at the medal-end 
of tournaments. The latter 
remembered here in England 
for battering David Price to a 
stand still in the Beijing Olympics. 
The symmetry between Pulev’s 
unpaid and professional 
careers is conspicuous, with 
first Klitschko, and now Joshua 
and to a lesser extent Wilder, 
keeping him from the ultimate 
prize. He has spent much of his 
fighting life as the nearly man.

Arguably the greatest risk for 
Joshua, despite Pulev’s solid 
arsenal of punches – particularly 
the left lead, sweeping right 
hook to the body, which bent 
the enigmatic Maurice Harris 
in half - is a lack of focus. Since 
his watershed overthrow of 
the ageing king, Tyson Fury’s 
enforced abdication briefly 
reappointing Klitschko to the 
throne you’ll recall, Joshua had 

been assuming that rematch 
would be next. Instead, it is Pulev.

Joshua will expend energy in 
‘carrying’ the promotion and he 
will need to stay alert. Pulev is 
rugged, he will be ambitious in 
the first half of the fight and work 
to force Joshua backwards. The 
sentiment from Joshua at the 
opening conference appeared 
to be one of evolution, of learning 
from the blood and thunder of 
the Klitschko fight. He will seek 
to capture control of the ring, 
and his emotions, in order to 
demonstrate his boxing ability 
to coach Robert McCracken 
and the watching masses.

An increasingly wily operator, 
McCracken is wise enough to 
know Joshua offered Klitschko 
too many opportunities and 
will be working to ensure 
a less dramatic encounter. 
Although he will turn 28 in the 
days before the bout, Joshua 
remains a work in progress. 

The challenger has a relaxed, 
economic style. To neutralise 
his two handed output, Joshua 
will need to pepper him from 
the outside until his fuel lights 
begin to blink in the later rounds.

Because Pulev, in the twilight 
of his ‘almost’ career, will relish 
the same invitation a more 
aggressive Joshua extends 
to all his opponents – ‘hit me 
on the chin’. Old-fashioned 
heavyweights don’t need 
to speak English to do that.
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Jack Johnson 
vs Stanley Ketchel 

Since prising the heavyweight 
crown from Tommy Burns in 
Australia in 1908, Jack Johnson 
had been a stone in the shoe 
of a middle America unable to 
come to terms with a black man 
holding the most coveted prize 
in sport. After three defences 
he was matched against 
the middleweight champion 
Stanley Ketchel, a man with a 
fearsome reputation but who 
would be dwarfed by Johnson. 

Whilst it looked an easy win 
for Jack on paper, Stanley 
Ketchel was no ordinary fighter. 
Born Stanislaus Kaicel in 
Michigan to Polish immigrants 
in 1886, he ran away age 12 
and by 16 was working as a 
bouncer in the tough mining 
town of Butte, Montana. A 
natural bruiser he soon found 
himself in the paid ranks of 
the fight game and by 1908 
was middleweight champion. 

In order for Ketchel to be 
seen as a credible challenger, 
promoter Jim Coffroth had him 
wear a padded coat and four-
inch heels when posing for the 
press with Johnson to minimise 
the vast height and weight 
difference between the two. 

By the time they were stood 
face to face in the ring in Colma, 
California on October 16th 1909 
the difference was undeniable. 
But those betting on a quick 
win for Johnson would soon 
be out of pocket. Johnson and 
Ketchel were to split 40% of 
the film rights and had agreed 
that they would make sure it 
went the 20 round distance 
to increase the audiences. 

For 11 rounds all was going to 
plan. The champion towering 
over his challenger was keeping 
the crowd entertained, flooring 

Ketchel in the second and third 
and keeping him at bay with a 
stiff jab aided by a massive reach 
advantage. Ketchel was playing 
his part using his legendary 
speed to outfox his opponent 
as best he could. In the clinches 
Johnson would pick Ketchel up 
off his feet and as blood flowed 
from the tiring middleweight’s 
nose and mouth Johnson jovially 
conversed with ringsiders. 

Then in round 12, as Johnson 
flicked out a jab, Ketchel had 
a change of heart. He sprang 
towards the champion and 
landed a massive overhand 
right to Johnson’s head 
knocking him off his feet. The 
dazed champion held himself 
up by his outstretched gloves 
as the referee counted over 
him in front of 10,000 stunned 
fans. He gathered himself 
and found his feet before 
the ref had reached ten. The 
incensed champion charged 
at Ketchel. He sent a sickening 
left to the pit of Ketchel’s 
stomach followed by a right 
crashing into his jaw spraying 
the canvas with blood, sweat 
and teeth. The momentum 
of the blow sent Jack over 
the felled middleweight but 
as Jack rose once more 
Stanley was unconscious on 
the floor where he remained 
for a number of minutes. 

The victory would serve to 
encourage former champion 
Jim Jeffries out of retirement 
in an attempt to reclaim 
the title. Ultimately he was 
unsuccessful and Johnson 
kept the belt until his defeat to 
Jess Willard in 1915. Almost a 
year to the day after his tilt at 
the heavyweight crown Ketchel 
was shot and killed, aged just 24. 

When his manager was told the 
news he replied, “Tell ‘em to count 
ten over him and he’ll get up.”
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It has been a couple of weeks

Since the rigour of being McGregor

Boiled down to nothing

And Mayweather

Had an Irma of punches

Ricochet off of him.

I recollect this seemingly regular

Pre-big-match rumour

That the game was arranged.

These verdicters

Pronounced a loss for Conor.

If so, Mc. Man there

Took way too many hits for the money.

Now that McGregor is left for dead

And verily, Floyd

May or may not have added

A few more Lamborghinis

From the billion bucks prize,

Many fortunes have changed.

I’ve fallen deep down

Into this cemetery

Where my thoughts lay dead

And from the abyss sprout up a paradox

That stands for all fortunes:

We all fish in the same waters;

If one stirs a ripple,

Driving the fishes away,

Another is gifted a school without much labour.

Chains Of 
Fortune
Written By:  Joshua Dedricks  • twitter.com/joshuadedricks • 
hellopoetry.com/JoshuaDedricks/
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