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“You don’t appreciate things until they’re 
gone. For me, I miss my friends; I don’t 
miss boxing, I miss the camaraderie.”

-  Sugar Ray Leonard     -
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EDITORS LETTER..EDITORS LETTER..EDITORS LETTER..EDITORS LETTER..
or as long as there has 
been boxing, there 
has been betting. 

So what effect is gambling 
having on our sport today?

“The latest live odds are coming 
up on your screen now”, 
booms Ray Winstone’s big 
floating melon head, looking 
like Zordon from the Power 
Rangers, as he entices you to 
give him money. It is a phrase 
we have become accustomed 
to over the past few years. A 
phrase that we had never heard 
before a change in legislation 
caused gambling adverts in 
the UK to sky rocketed by more 
than 600% on our televisions, 
computers and mobile phones. 
Figures show the industry has 
spent £1.4 billion on advertising 
since 2012 and last year alone 
they made a cold hard profit 
of £12.6bn. Yes. Billion. Of our 
losses. And wherever there 
is money, there is corruption.

Every four years boxing is 
plagued by the “controversial” 
decisions of Olympic boxing 
judges. “Controversial” a handy 
word for journalists to avoid 
being sued for slander or libel, 
at what are blatant acts of 
cheating. A young Roy Jones Jr. 
the most famous and Michael 
Conlan the most recent cases 
of a robbery at elite amateur 

level. These incidents cause 
almost irreparable damage 
to the sport; with the eyes 
of the world fixed on free to 
air TV, only for the outcome 
of a fight to be scuppered, it 
can turn potential new fans 
off the sport for a lifetime.

Many put these judging 
decisions down to bribery 
because someone in the 
murky underworld has got a 
lot of money on an outcome 
they can not afford risk. Whilst 
the earnings of these mystery 
gangsters is guaranteed, the 
potential future earnings of 
a fighter who doesn’t get a 
deserved nod are slashed – 
losing out on the lucrative title 
of Olympic Gold Medallist. 
Though it may be more about 
location than gambling money 
that makes a dubious result go 
one way or the other. The double 
edged sword that seen home 
fighter Anthony Joshua take 
a questionable win in London 
2012, saw Joe Joyce miss out 
in Rio after a fight he dominated.

In the pro’ ranks some fights do 
not even make it to the judges. 
For the sake of legality and to 
avoid the word “controversial”; 
allegedly Sonny Liston dived 
after an alleged “Phantom 
Punch” allegedly thrown by the 
alleged Muhammad Ali in their 

alleged rematch because he 
was allegedly in deep trouble 
with the Mafia... allegedly. (For 
any mafiosos reading this, 
please don’t allegedly kill me).

The lesser known Paul Briggs 
was dropped by an innocuous 
punch from Danny Green within 
29 seconds of their farcical fight, 
before he was booed out of the 
arena. A late betting plunge on 
the outcome resulted in the fight 
being labelled as “highly, highly, 
dubious” by one bookmaker. 
Though dives are rare, they 
do happen and gambling 
is usually the reason why.

In even rarer cases, a boxer 
doesn’t even have to get in the 
ring before the bookies pay 
out. Punters were able to cash 
in on a Floyd Mayweather 
win, before TBE had even 
stepped through the ropes 
to face Conor McGregor in 
“The Home of Gambling”, 
Las Vegas, earlier this year.

This, just the latest effort in a 
string of high profile marketing 
ploys which even include 
resurrecting the career of 
footballer Rio Ferdinand and 
repackaging him as a boxer. A 
fiasco that will more laughable 
than Rio’s World Cup Wind 
Ups / “you got merk’d!” attempt 
at hosting a TV show. More 

laughable, because, well, there 
wasn’t a laugh on that show at all.

Betting is everywhere: from 
the huge corporations like 
Sky Sports, who will hype up 
a fight that they are showing 
on the weekend, with the 
conveniently placed Sky Bet 
on hand to take your money, 
to our very own beloved IFL 
TV, with gorilla advertising 
booming out at the start of every 
one of their Youtube videos.

And who could blame them 
for succumbing to the money 
men? A couple of hard working 
blokes who have put in the time 
and effort to build up a following 
that is now seen as a product. 
They can now put food on 
the table and clothes on their 
back, doing the thing they love 
and they deserve every penny 
they get for the insight they 
give fans and lazy journalists. If 
I had the opportunity to partner 
with a betting company, I 
would probably take it too. In 
fact, I would snap their bloody 
hand off just to pay the people 
who contribute so well to this 
magazine. But having worked 
in a bookmakers in one of 
Liverpool’s roughest areas, 
I have seen first hand just 
how detrimental gambling is.

The anecdotal feedback 
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received on the Big Write Hook 
Twitter feed as to why boxing 
fans fancy a flutter is that they 
feel the bookies can sometimes 
act casual and give good odds 
on lesser known fights. And 
whilst they make a tidy profit 
on the vulnerabilities of people 
with addictive personalities, the 
more knowledgeable and daring 
of us can make a quick buck.

Such is the current landscape 
of boxing though, fight cards 
on the whole are not giving 
up all that much in the way of 
competition. A simple acid test 
can be done by by placing a 
£1 accumulator on the A-side 
of a bill and more often than 
not, the pound will only return 
a few meagre pence. For too 
long, fans have been force fed 
warm up fights, eliminators and 
last minute reserves that have 
been passed off by promoters 
as “50/50 fights”. The very 
essence of a 50/50 fight comes 
from gambling. That is why 
every fight is hyped up to be 
so evenly matched because 
that is what the public want 
to see. Or a plucky underdog. 
Anything in-between will not 
get interest, unfortunately 
for the NXT Gen fighters.

Interestingly... to those who find 
polls interesting, a whopping 
76% of the fans polled by Big 

Write Hook said that Frank 
Warren had more competitive 
fight cards than Eddie Hearn. 
So the latter will have a lot 
more work to do to win over 
UK fans, while he gambles on 
his new venture in the USA.

You will find, whatever boxing 
event you watch, the show 
itself will be littered with betting 
adverts too. From Bellew’s piece 
to camera talking about his latest 
betting sponsor on Facebook, 
to the advertisement logo ON 
THE CANVAS! (A little plug 
there for one of our writers). The 
worst part of all is the intriguing 
one minute respite between 
rounds, where the corner men 
make their money, is interrupted 
with live fight odds. Which is 
particularly annoying when 
you have already paid PPV 
money for the content and this 
break just dilutes the fight itself.

Boxing, much like gambling, is 
about making the most out of 
the least amount of risk. That 
applies to a boxer’s legacy, their 
pay packet and ultimately, their 
life. It has become somewhat 
of a cliché to mention the risk 
a fighter takes when they 
enter the ring, but their risk is 
so quickly forgotten. So much 
so, this is the part where I am 
supposed to reel off the names 
who have been slain by the 

hand of another man right now... 
but I too have forgotten. Their 
partners haven’t forgotten. 
Their children haven’t forgotten.

The spoils of boxing are great: 
money, fame and financial 
security for your family’s lifetime. 
That is if you make it to the top. 
The risks though, are all too 
serious. It is not a gamble the rest 
of us mere mortals are prepared 
to take. It is the men and women 
cut from a different cloth, who, as 
Kipling put it, “risk it on one turn of 
pitch-and-toss”, that show true 
courage. So berating a fighter 
because you have lost a couple 
of quid what round they were 
supposed to get knocked out 
in, pales in comparison to what 
they risk. So the next time you 
place a bet, ask yourself, would 
you bet your life on it? Because 
that is what they do. May luck be 
on all our sides. Enjoy the mag.  



Date: 11/11/2017
Taylor (KO 9) v Vazquez

Josh Taylor is fast becoming the 
hottest prospect in world boxing 
after the 9th round stoppage 
of Miguel Vazquez. The Scot 
continues to impress and his 
latest outing showed off his often 
under rated power, stopping 
Vazquez for the first time in his 
career. Taylor’s shot selection 
was very good, switching from 
head to body throughout the 
fight and his counter punching 
was as draining mentally as it 
was physically for his opponent. 
A vicious counter left hook 
landed flush in the second 
round to wobble the away 
fighter, but Taylor was caught 
with two equally hard hitting 
shots in the third and a cut 
opened up above his left eye. 
The younger man kept the 
pressure on for every second 
of the bout but Vazquez was 
not here to lay down, although 
he was being out worked, he 
did see a few of his shots land 
clean. Into the fifth and Tornado 
began to pull away with the 
fight, chasing a stumbling 
Vazquez around the ring. 
Come the final act, a sustained 
attack with right hooks to the 
body and Taylor’s strength 
finally showed; collapsing his 
awkward foe with 40 seconds 
to go. His next move may well 
be a British or European title, 
but he himself said: “I feel like 
I am ready to fight for a world 
title at any time, with anybody.” 

Date: 18/11/2017
Ancajas: (KO 6) v Conlan 

Ireland’s Jamie Conlan didn’t 
have the talent to match his 
heart in a 7th round beating at 
the hands of Jerwin Ancajas. 
A bizarre delayed reaction to a 
body shot in the first round was 
the gave him a huge mountain to 
climb to win at his first attempt 
at a world title at the get go. A 
nasty cut on his left eye opened 
up in the second round, and A 
crippling attack to the body put a 
game, but outclassed Conlan to 
the ground for a second and third 
time. His bravado encouraged 
by a racious Belfast crowd who 
willed their man on, to no avail. In 
truth, the fight could have been 
stopped in the 4th or 5th round 
as the punishment continued, 
by Conlan’s corner wanted to 
give their fighter a puncher’s 
chance for the belt. The miracle 
did not materialise and the 
referee brought to a close what 
was difficult viewing. It came too 
soon for Conlan, who may now 
look at more achievable goals. 

Date: 11/11/2017
Smith (MD) v Williams 

Liam Smith finally laid to rest 
the head clashing incident 
that almost cost him world title 
shot by beating Liam Williams 
on points in their rematch. 
Smith won by a few rounds 
what was a close fight, though 
it is hard to argue with one 
judge who scores a draw, 117-111 
was harsh on the Welshman. 
Smith had a much improved 
defence, catching most shots 
on his gloves and replying 
with his counter punches that 
were far more effective than 
anything he did in the first 
fight and which ultimately got 
him the win this time around. 
Nobody had expected Smith to 
outbox Williams, who was not as 
sharp as his previous effort, but 
Smith should get as much credit 
for this bout as he got stick for 
the first win. His footwork was 
great, and unquestionable grit, 
seemed to be the difference. 
It was a level of class that has 
been forlorn in his previous two 
televised fights. Williams had 
good moments in an intriguing, 
but not the most exciting fight. 
“All eyes switch to Sadam Ali 
now, whose shock victory 
over the retiring Miguel Cotto 
for the vacant WBO Super 
Welterweight title. That win will 
see Smith challenge Ali for the 
belt in his next fight. The Scouser 
is looking to get his name back 
out there on the world stage after 
this drawn out domestic chapter 
has seen his career stall a little. 
And with Kell Brook moving up 
to the 154 division, it is not too far 
out of the question, to see the 
birth of a new domestic grudge 
match, but for world honours 
should the pair kick on in 2018.” 

Date: 24/11/2017
Kovalev (KO 2) v Shabranskyy

In true Krusher fashion, Sergey 
Kovalev returned to winning 
ways with the two round 
demolition of Vyacheslav 
Shabranskyy for a vacant 
WBO Light Heavyweight title. 
The Russian used his stiff jab 
to power through his Ukrainian 
counterpart in the first round, 
rocking the challenger’s head 
back at will, before attacking 
as the round drew to a close 
and getting the knockdown. 
Shabranskyy showed heart 
in getting up, but this was no 
flash knock down, it was a 
heavy hitting Kovalev, back to 
his best.  The second round 
was no different from the first 
as Kovalev powered through, 
hunting his prey. The referee 
jumping in as the younger 
man was beaten on the ropes. 
Though some have been critical 
of Kovalev’s confidence and 
motivation, he can take many 
positives from this performance 
and he laid to rest any doubts 
about his ability. The shadow 
of losses to Andre Ward will 
loom over him for the rest of 
his presumably short career, 
but there are still a couple of big 
fights out there. A unification 
with fellow Russian and recent 
world champion Artur Beterbiev 
or the elusive fight with Adonis 
Stevenson could materialise 
should any of these men look to 
cash out and retire with a bang.

Monthly      
Round Up..
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I awoke to the sound of weeping, was a second 

before I realized it was my own.

It was strange because I felt like laughing, sad 

as that would be all alone.

My tired mind couldn’t help it though, my 

decaying body couldn’t stop.

I wheezed a laugh so wretched, into the dry 

cemented ground.

I spat blood onto the concrete, spat spit onto 

the road.

The broken old town around me, wouldn’t mind 

the blood below. Closest thing to rain its seen, 

since six or so centuries ago.

My opponent was standing smugly, dark and 

tall and grim.

My shadow was never one to fault me, for the 

failure I’d always been.

Shadow 
Boxing
Written By:   Drake Braye
hellopoetry.com/poem/1682060/shadow-boxing/
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elasius “The Warrior” 
Taaru’s professional 
boxing career only 

began in January 2017, when 
a short right hand halted Hull’s 
Luke Fash in round one and 
Boxing News declared of 
that result that a “diamond” 
may have been unearthed.

As if determined to prove them 
right, Taaru then dispatched 
Stefan Sashov and former 
Olympian Norbert Kalucza 
within the four round distance.

A tougher test came against 
Reynaldo Cajina ,  on a 
Cyclone promotions show 
in October. It was the first 
time Gelasius had been four 
rounds, and he was critical of 
his performance. Evaluating 
his 4-0 (3) record at the end 
of the twelve months though, 
he said, “it’s been good really, 
looking back. I’m happy with it.”

Although now pleased with his 
first four fights, it is obvious Taaru 
is gutted he didn’t maintain his 
100% knockout ratio. After 
putting Norbert Kalucza down, 
Taaru bounced around the 
ring with joy, and was forcibly 
shoved to a neutral corner by a 
distracted referee, who was also 
desperately trying to administer 
a ten count. Asked to describe 
the feelings rushing through 
him at the time, he elaborated:

“It’s exciting when you drop 
somebody and you know that 
they’re hurt, it’s kind of a good 
feeling. It’s the best part of the job! 

You’ve put your body through 
so much, training, sparring, 
making weight, and then to 
cap it with that reward, it’s nice. 
I don’t know I’m going to knock 
them out, only God knows!”

Just 24 years old, Gelasius is 
mild mannered, softly spoken, 
but unwaveringly confident. 
He came to the United 
Kingdom with his brothers 
and sisters when he was 
only 7, from Namibia, a proud 
boxing nation. Although he 
says he doesn’t have people 
he bases his style on, he 
clearly looked up to Namibia’s 
most famous boxing export:

“Harry Simon’s the one that 
Namibian boxers aspire 
to be like. He’s the one 
that got us all into boxing.”

Taaru has a desire to go back 
to his nation of birth as a boxer 
for a very special occasion, 
“I’ve got a few Namibian fans, I’d 
love to fight out there to defend 
a world title or something”. 
When pressed on his ambition 
and how he rates his talent, 
Gelasius is hesitant, thinks for 
a second and says, “I don’t 
want to come across as cocky.”

Which is pretty much the last 
thing he has come across as. 
Pressed further, his answer 
doesn’t change much:“I’m 
quietly confident, yeah. I just 
have to keep focussed.”

Lo o k i n g  fo r wa rd ,  Ta a r u 
evidently has an eye for fashion, 

because all he sees are belts. 
Featherweight isn’t the deepest 
division in the UK, but the top ten 
are talent rich, with household 
names like Carl Frampton, Lee 
Selby and Scott Quigg just a 
few of the men Taaru will be 
coming across should his form 
continue. Regardless of this, and 
already nearing the top twenty 
according to BoxRec, Taaru 
sees winnable titles ahead:

“I’m not that bothered about 
the Southern Area title. It’d be 
nice, but I want the English title 
next year. It’s a bit different the 
English title, that’s why I like it.”

Gelasius doesn’t present as 
a dreamer or someone who’s 
bought their own hype, but it 
would still be wise to take one 
step at a time during this point 
of his fledgling career. He will 
build upon the good base of his 
first year and keep improving. 
Without doubt he is one to 
watch, exciting and explosive, 
2018 may well hold belts and 
the English title Taaru craves 
is currently vacant. It will also, 
surely, contain knockouts. 
But then as Taaru believes, 
only God knows that for sure.

G“It’s 
exciting 
when 
you drop 
somebody 
and you 
know 
that 
they’re 
hurt“

Written By: 
Adam Thorn  
@LaudusHimself
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Written By: Hannah Lines @LinesHannah87



F
o r  d e c ad e s ,  o u r 
b e l o v e d  B r i t i s h 
C h a m p i o n s  h av e 

“crossed the pond” to fight 
for World Championship 
recognition in the U.S, who for 
many years, held the title of “The 
Home of Boxing”. More recently, 
however, it seems like the UK 
is the central hub for boxing.

A huge surge of popularity has 
fallen with the Heavyweight 
division, with Anthony Joshua 
(20-0,20 KOs) making headlines 
across the globe, for which we 
haven’t seen since the reign of 
Lennox Lewis (42-2-1,32KOs). 
That is not to say that, over the 
years, other British fighters 
across the weight divisions, 
haven’t made an impact 
on the ultimate foreign soil.

In 2007, Ricky Hatton (45-3,32 
KOs) faced Floyd Mayweather 
Jr (50-0, 27 KOs) in Las Vegas 
for the WBC World Welterweight 
Title. Although it was so far from 
home, Ricky’s fans followed 
him to the bright lights of Vegas 
in their thousands. The two 
opponents met at the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena, which 
holds just under 17,000 people. 
Ricky’s elation, when talking to 
Sky Sports about his greatest 
achievements and in particular 
– that night - speaks for itself:

“I always said my greatest 
achievement was the fan-
base and the following I had. 
I think that was none more 
apparent than when I went to 
Las Vegas……Something like 30 
to 35 thousand fans travelled 
over to watch me fight Floyd 
Mayweather. And we absolutely 
took over Floyd Mayweather’s 
home town. It was unbelievable.”

Although not the result his 
fans were hoping to see, with 
Hatton losing by TKO in round 

10 of 12, those following him 
still relished in the experience 
and showed the US what 
true fan dedication meant.

“Prince” Naseem Hamed (36-
1, 31 KOs) made his début in 
America in December 1997, 
turning up in the country on 
a Concorde plane. He had 
travelled to defend his WBO 
World Featherweight Title 
against Kevin Kelly (60-10-2, 
39 KOs). Hamed had won the 
title over two years previously 
when he faced Steve Robinson 
in September 1995, who 
had held the title through 
seven previous contenders 
before meeting the “Prince”.

When Hamed met Kelly at 
Madison Square Garden, the 
“Prince” left the crowd and 
commentators in awe of his 
seven-minute entrance into the 
ring. The man from Sheffield 
held no hesitation in irritating 
his opponent, by nonchalantly 
dancing and pausing to pose 
on the ring walk of Kelly’s home 
turf. With a final somersault 
over the ropes, Hamed entered 
into a fight which saw him win 
by KO in a fourth round gun 
fight which saw both fighters 
dropped three times each.

Joe Calzaghe (46-0, 32 KOs) 
won his WBO World Super 
Middleweight Title against Chris 
Eubank (45-5-2,23KOs) back in 
October 1997. He then went on 
to defend it a further 21 times, as 
well as obtaining the IBF, WBC 
World Super Middleweight 
titles and the WBA Super World 
Super Middleweight Title – all 
in the UK, before making the 
decision to move up a weight 
class and take the journey 
to America to fight Bernard 
Hopkins (55-8-2,32KOs) and 
Roy Jones Jr(65-9, 47 KOs) 
in April and November 2008.

Yet again Calzaghe was 
victorious, even when faced with 
these undeniably formidable 
opponents from the U.S, but 
his progression up until this 
moment is what speaks most. 
All of his titles were gained on 
home soil and though he was 
a revered fighter in this country, 
it was not until he beat the best 
America (and the world) had to 
offer, did he truly cemented his 
legacy as one of the greatest 
fighters to ever grace the sport.

Now we look at two of our 
country’s biggest exports, 
current World Champions 
James Degale (23-1-1, 14 KOs) 
and Lee Selby (25-1, 9 KOs). Both 
will be fighting on December 9th 
for the Frank Warren event “The 
Boys are Back in Town”, at the 
Copperbox Arena in London. 
The two fighters travelled to 
the U.S for the same reason 
every champ has done before 
them; knowing that traditionally, 
America is where you make 
your fame and fortune. However, 
as the popularity of boxing 
has shifted towards Britain in 
recent years and the support 
fighters get through amateur 
and professional ranks has 
steadily increased, the UK 
has become the place to be.

Both Selby and Degale have 
returned to the UK to cash in 
on the momentum they have 
thus far missed out on. Should 
they withstand their opponents 
on home turf this month, they 
will no doubt go on to have 
stadium fights next year with 
their domestic rivals. In turn, 
this will enrich the culture of 
boxing in the UK even further 
and Britain will continue to 
fly the flag for the boxing 
internationally. Rule Britannia.

Written By: Hannah Lines @LinesHannah87

“I always said my greatest 
achievement was the fan-base 
and the following I had.“ 
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know it when I see 
it” – U.S Supreme 
C o u r t  J u s t i c e 

Po t t e r  S t e w a r t  ( 1 9 6 4 )

Originally employed to define 
hard-core pornography, when 
more conventional expression 
failed, this famous phrase can 
penetrate into our world of 
boxing, finding its relevance 
as perhaps the best answer 
to that ever divisive question: 
when should a boxer retire?

It often becomes uncomfortably 
apparent when we find ourselves 
witnessing a diminished fighter, 
especially when the decline 
is so drastic that we no longer 
wish to see them fight on. Yet 
when examining the individual 
attributes we can ascribe 
to those in such a condition, 
judging just when they should 
call it a day suddenly becomes 
less clear. Age is a factor 
dramatically defied by the likes 
of Bernard Hopkins and George 
Foreman, and the wealth of 
stinging losses were of little 
concern to Jim Braddock, when 
he upset the great Max Baer. 
Had George Groves retired at 
his most fragile, following the 
brutal second defeat against 
Carl Froch, his Hollywood 
career would have been cut 
sadly short. Age, sustained 
punishment, and knockouts 
affect each fighter differently, 
and therefore an obvious point to 
retire remains hopelessly elusive.

There must, however, be a 
reasonable resolution beyond 
the unsatisfactory adoption 
of Justice Stewart’s remark. 
Here lies an attempt to find it, 
before we all ourselves retire 
for the Christmas cheer…

Limiting the maximum age of 
competitors at first seems a 
sensible solution. The aging 
process is not kind to a fighter. 
Muscles break down and 
reflexes fade. Punches to 
the head are markedly more 
harmful as a fighter drifts closer 
to senescence. Boxing is a 
sport for young men, and as the 
old adage reads: father time is 
undefeated. When attempting 
to pin-point the appropriate cut-
off age, different problems arise 
wherever the line is drawn. Put 
at 40, and Adonis Stevenson’s 
c areer may have been 
considerably more ambitious, 
but the embers Carl Thompson’s 
would not have included his 
remarkable knockout of a 
young David Haye. Another foe 
of the Hayemaker’s, Lolenga 
Mock, is currently in the peak 
of his career, at a sprightly 44.

Between the ages of 40 and 
49 there are stories of boxers 
having tremendous success, 
Foreman and Hopkins being 
the prime examples. But to 
curb it at 50 would be of little 
use. Roy Jones Jr is yet to reach 
that milestone, and anyone 
with an ounce of humility feels 

a little queasy watching him 
perform. Regardless, Saoul 
Mamby looked in better shape 
fighting at 60 than some do 
in their 20s. Alas, age limits 
would reduce risk, but rob a 
healthy fighter unnecessarily 
of the ability to provide for 
their family, and in the process 
create more of those fantastic 
stories which are littered 
throughout boxing history.

If age is too obtuse a 
consideration, then examining 
the punishment endured 
throughout a career may be of 
more use. No comfort is found 
in watching a fighter rendered 
unintelligible by punches they 
have taken for our entertainment. 
Subtitles are not supposed to be 
necessary for boxers speaking 
in their home language, to 
an audience who share that 
mother tongue. It is saddening 
to include the legendary James 
Toney in this conversation, but 
even sadder that he continues 
to stumble around the ring, 
using only the fading shadow of 
his past greatness to get by. On 
the other hand, Juan Manuel 
Marquez had an immense 
amount of wear and tear going 
into his famous fourth bout with 
Manny Pacquiao. Had he retired 
instead, his career would be 
characterised by the three close 
contests that controversially 
n e v e r  w e n t  h i s  w a y.

Equally, the impact of savage 

knockouts is a concern worth 
considering. Some fighters are 
visibly affected by their repeated 
bouts of unconsciousness, 
while Enzo Maccarinelli for 
example, who has suffered a 
few at high level, appears as 
lucid and articulate as ever. 
Like the ageing process, 
punishment affects each fighter 
differently, and therefore is 
just as blunt a tool in deciding 
when a boxer should retire.

Whether they keep returning to 
the ring for money, or for a love 
of the sport, too many fighters 
extend their careers further than 
is safe and sensible. A retirement 
is like a stoppage, no one wants 
to see it too early, but it becomes 
uncomfortable viewing and 
dangerous if left too late.

The solution must involve a 
financial aspect, such as an 
aftercare program, so boxers 
need not rely on their fistic 
education to earn money for 
their families. Additionally, 
commissions need to maintain 
their integrity, improving the 
standard of medicals where 
possible, and at the very least 
strictly enforcing the rules 
when a fighter fails one. We may 
‘know when we see’ a fighter 
who should be retired, but those 
who run the sport must know 
when to act in retiring them.
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Written By: Liam Lawer 
@longcountboxing



THE IMPORTANCE

OF A CORNER MAN



OF A CORNER MAN

A warm September 
evening in South East 
London. Inside The 

O2, an arena perched at the tip 
of the Greenwich Peninsula, 
boos ring out. Seventeen 
thousand boxing fans, mostly 
British, are registering their 
dismay at what they perceive 
to be the premature ending of 
a bout for the Middleweight 
Championship of the world.

In one corner, Gennady 
Golovkin bows to his audience. 
He has retained his WBC, IBF 
and IBO titles. Moreover, he 
has enhanced his reputation 
as the most feared fighter 
on the planet. In the other, 
Kell  Brook, experiencing 
professional defeat for the first 
time, looks exasperated. He 
turns and is met by his trainer 
and cornerman, Dominic Ingle. 
Ingle is the target for the ire of 
those in attendance, having 
just thrown a towel into the ring 
midway through the fifth round.

It brought to an end a pulsating 
bout, albeit one in which 
Golovkin’s size advantage 
was all too apparent. By that 
fifth round, Brook had been 
reduced to heart and little else. 
The man from Sheffield was 
by now continually pawing 
at his own right eye, an injury 
Ingle had picked up on back in 
round two. A broken eye socket 

was the inevitable diagnosis.
Ingle had been waving the 
towel wildly on the ring apron 
for a few seconds, unable to 
catch referee Marlon Wright’s 
attention. When he eventually 
did, fans were dismayed. The 
chances of the home fighter 
scoring a victory were almost 
nil, but never underestimate 
the bloodlust of a fight crowd.

Afterwards, Ingle showed no 
signs of regret. Brook thanked 
his trainer for saving him from 
potentially losing his sight. 
Eight months later, Ingle was 
on the ring apron again, ready 
to call off Brook’s bout against 
Errol Spence Jr if the former 
tried to beat the referee’s 
ongoing ten count. This time 
it was Brook’s left eye socket 
that had been shattered.

Amid the noise and mayhem of 
prizefighting, it is easy to forget 
the dangers inherent. It is why 
those in attendance at the O2 
were moved to anger by Ingle’s 
decision to pull his fighter out. 
Such anger swelled despite 
the fact that, under six months 
earlier, Nick Blackwell had 
been placed into a coma after a 
bruising defeat to Chris Eubank 
Jr. The British middleweight 
was admitted to hospital with a 
bleed on the brain. He recovered, 
but was forced to retire from 
the sport. Such tales are often 

forgotten in the heat of battle.

Ingle, boxing through and 
through, is all too aware of 
the dangers. Torn between 
Brook’s safety and the lure of 
glory, Ingle chose the former. 
In doing so, he made a choice 
that many cornermen hope will 
never be presented to them.

He was not, of course, the first 
to throw in the towel. Nor will he 
be the last. Pugilistic history is 
littered with trainers who have 
bitten the bullet and pulled their 
combatants outs of harm’s way. 
Eddie Futch retiring Joe Frazier 
ahead of the final round of the 
‘Thrilla in Manila’ is the most 
recognisable example, one 
which led the latter to hold his 
trainer with no little contempt. 
Yet Frazier would never have 
quit as long as his legs would 
hold him upright; his cornerman 
had saved him from himself.

It is the side of the job that is left 
unspoken. Cornermen would 
prefer to be remembered for 
their tactical acumen, their pre-
fight confidence in front of the 
media and their rousing mid-
fight speeches. Teddy Atlas will 
be forever remembered as the 
man who propelled Michael 
Moorer to a heavyweight 
title through his between-
round monologues. Angelo 
Dundee’s “You’re blowing it, 

son!” to Sugar Ray Leonard 
is etched in boxing folklore.

For some, it is their job to instil 
belief in their fighter in the face 
of fairly ubiquitous opposition. 
Freddie Roach’s promise 
to “bet both my houses” on 
Miguel Cotto to beat Canelo 
Alvarez was thankfully not 
followed through on by the 
Massachusetts native. Rather 
more troublingly, Jean-Pierre 
Coopman’s corner decided 
the best way to help him beat 
Muhammad Ali was to imbibe 
him with champagne between 
rounds. Coopman lost in the 
fifth, to a blow that presumably 
hurt more the following morning 
than it had under the bright lights.

It is difficult, though, not to 
return to Ingle and Brook as 
to where the real importance 
of a cornerman lies. He trains 
his fighter for months, years 
even, and to wilfully throw 
away victory is a wrench. Yet it 
is this willingness to relent, this 
understanding that nothing, 
neither an unbeaten record 
nor a world title, is worth the 
sacrificing of a fighter’s health, 
that perhaps matters most. 
It is this very unique form of 
bravery which sets the great 
cornermen apart from the good.

A

Written By: Chris Weatherspoon @Christoph_21 

Amid the noise and mayhem of prizefighting, it is easy 
to forget the dangers inherent. 





he arena plunges into 
darkness. The room 
fills with a unique 

mixture of smoke and eager 
anticipation. An electric energy 
pulses through the bleachers 
and frenzied fans alike, as we 
ready ourselves for what is 
about to take place. Blinding 
lights, piercing sounds and 
red-hot bursts of fire, signal 
the ritualistic beginning of 
the night’s proceedings. 
This is the r ing walk . 

Ring walks are synonymous with 
boxing, a permanent fixture in 
the sport rivalling that of the 
judges, referee, and fighters 
themselves. Parallels are 
often drawn between boxing 
and the Roman gladiatorial 
battles of yesteryear. Stories 
of hardened warriors walking 
into the literal lion’s den, greeted 
by thousands of bloodthirsty 
spectators have shaped so 
many of the traditions that are 
now considered commonplace 
in modern day combat sport.

Fast-forward 2000 years, and 
the ring walk has had somewhat 
of a facelift, but the core values 
and principles remain stronger 
than any Roman Empire.

Whilst some may view the 
charade of a ringwalk as tacky 
and unnecessary, I completely 
beg to differ. The theatrics 
and drama that accompany 
a boxer’s journey into the 
hallowed squared circle have 
helped create some of the 
most memorable moments 
to occur outside the ring itself.

The swagger and style of the 

legendary Prince Naseem 
Hamed as he danced, flew 
and flipped his way into the 
ring on countless occasions 
will forever be etched into the 
teenage memories of countless 
boxing fans. The larger than 
life characters that foremost 
live to fight, but endeavour 
to entertain win over new 
fans at every opportunity.

A personal favourite of mine 
growing up was watching the 
untouchable Heavyweight 
champion of the time, Wladimir 
Klitschko enter the ring to the 
unmistakable sound of Can’t 
Stop by The Red Hot Chilli 
Peppers. I will always cherish 
and remember the powerful 
chords and dramatic scenery 
of a Klitschko ring walk as 
one of the moments I fell in 
love with the sport of boxing.

It is an unforgettable feeling 
when your favourite fighter 
makes his grand appearance. 
Whether it be a national 
anthem, Sweet Caroline or 
whatever else, the sound, 
smoke and style converge to 
present the perfect assault 
on all senses. Imagine how 
different a night at the boxing 
would be the ring walk didn’t 
exist. The personality would 
disappear. The excitement 
would be dampened. The 
event would feel incomplete. 
Encapsulating and enthralling, 
the ring walk is essential.

Crowd entertainment is not 
the only purpose the ring 
walk serves in an evening of 
boxing. Mike Tyson famously 
described the increasing feeling 

of confidence and ferocity that 
coursed through his veins as 
he made his way towards the 
ring. Soaking up the energy 
from the crowd for personal 
gain, the ring walk truly is the 
final stage of any long, gruelling 
training camp. The last few 
moments of preparation and 
enjoyment for a fighter, before 
stepping into their proverbial 
office. Versatile and volatile, the 
ring walk is the indispensable 
cog that triggers the wheels 
of any scheduled bout to turn.

The landscape of modern day 
boxing presents a completely 
new face to that of 50 years 
ago. More opportunities, more 
money and more publicity 
lie in wait for the fighters who 
embrace the dual role of boxer 
and performer. The great 
Roy Jones Jr personified this 
point perfectly against Clinton 
Woods in 2002. Fighting at the 
peak of his supremacy, Jones 
Jr. would mesmerise millions 
around the world as he made 
his way to the ring; steely eyed 
and focussed, rapping a song 
from his own recorded album. 
The definition of a showman.

From the small hall shows to 
the Madison Square Garden 
extravaganzas, the beautiful 
art of the ring walk remains 
a constant. A science as 
well as a skill, transcendent 
and i l luminating,  forever 
providing the excitement and 
entertainment that fuels the 
fire for both fighter and fans. 
The ring walk will live forever. 
This is what fans pay for. This 
is boxing. This is the ring walk.

T

OF THE 
RING WALK

THE ART
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In the first of a two-
part series looking at 
the life of an amateur 

boxer; we take a glance at 
one the countries full time 
boxing programmes, the 
Army Boxing Team (ABT).

Increasingly at the elite level 
of the unpaid ranks boxers are 
becoming full time athletes 
w i t h  s p o n s o r s h i p s  a n d 
endorsements backing their 
potential, development and 
rise to upper echelons of the 
sport. Team GB’s potential 
“podium athletes” are very 
much full time fighters; traveling 
the globe representing the 
nation and proving very 
s u c c e s sf u l .  H o n o u rs  at 
international competitions 
are at an all-time high.

The concept is nothing new; 
many communist countries 
maintained state sponsored 
teams in the 70’s, 80’s and early 
90’s, the Cubans and Russians 
enjoyed unparalleled success 
using the concept. The British 
Army Boxing Team offers elite 
boxers from the Army and 
reserves the opportunity to 
train full-time and we are starting 
to see the fruits of their labour.

Boxing is one of the most 
popular sports within the British 
Army with boxers training and 
competing at all stages: from 
development through to the elite, 
national and international levels 
of the sport. The prestigious 
Inter-Unit Championships and 
Individual Championships are 
always fiercely contested and 
being crowned champion at any 
level is a much revered honour.

The Army has always had 
a strong boxing tradition; 
former British Heavyweight 
Champions, Henry Cooper 
and Joe Erskine were national 
amateur champions during 
their stint with the forces in 

the National Service years. 
In more recent times, Chris 
Bessey and Martin Stead 
won multiple ABA titles during 
their spells as part of the ABT.

A full time boxing team has 
always been maintained by the 
Army and the top fighters are 
given the opportunity to join 
the ABT, which has, over the 
past few years, undergone a 
transformation guided by current 
head coach Sgt J Browring, 
with a training programme 
delivered by elite level sporting 
practitioners. Similar to other 
world class boxing programmes, 
the daily routine includes 
strength and conditioning, 
physiotherapy,  nutrit ional 
a n d  s p o r t s  p syc h o l o g y 
support; all supplementing 
t h e  b o x i n g  t r a i n i n g .

All the boxers on the ABT 
are soldiers first and boxers 
second; they have all passed 
basic training and will have 
spent some time with their 
units. They are released to 
represent the Army at the 
grace of their units and can be 
called back for duty at any time, 
including during tournaments.

Boxers join the ABT in a variety 
of ways; those with previous 
elite level experience are 
invited to join the ABT on a 
trial basis. Other selection 
methods include entering the 
annual Army Individual Boxing 
Championships where all the 
winners will be offered a place 
on the team. Boxers winning in 
the Development Classes, join 
the Army Development Team 
and compete in the National 
Development Championships. 
Success in this, offers another 
route to the ABT. The team 
currently has 10 international 
boxers within its ranks, several of 
whom are hopeful of qualifying 
fo r  t h e  C o m m o nwe a l t h 
Games in Australia next year.

T

During the close season, 
boxers on the ABT return to 
their units to develop their 
soldiering careers; completing 
trade and promotion courses 
to keep them in line with their 
counterparts. In some cases, 
this can involve overseas 
t rave l  a n d  o p e rat i o n a l 
deployments. Most of the 
current team have served 
in Afghanistan and/or Iraq.

T h e  a t t r i b u t e s  a n d 
characteristics required of 
a boxer are similar to those 
required of a soldier on the 
battlefield; courage, self-
discipline, humility and loyalty 
all are essential. Coupled 
together with a strong team 
ethos this goes some way 
to explaining why our Army 
Boxing Team is one of the 
most successful in the world.

Next month we will meet a 
couple of the current team; 
last season’s captain Ryan 
Fillingham, 64kg, and John 
Marvin, 81kg, recalls the 
start of his journey into the 
world of international boxing 
w i t h  Te a m  P h i l i p p i n e s .

The attributes and characteristics 
required of a boxer are similar to those 
required of a soldier on the battlefield
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The Army 
Boxing Team
Written By: Jaime Ingleby @Jaime_Ingleby79



1
 12 
Rounds 

 …   
 John 
Harding Jr.  

with

1. Who is your favourite all 
time boxer?
Roy Jones Jr. 

2. Who is your favourite active 
boxer?
Vasyl Lomachenko

3. What do you make of 
boxers who trash talk?
Boxing is a form of entertainment 
and it brings that to it, it’s okay just 
as long as they can back it up.

4. What is the key to winning 
your next fight?
Don’t over train and rest more. If 
do what I do in sparring and I’ll be 
a world beater.

5. What are your thoughts 
on performance enhancing 
drugs?
It’s cheating. Especially if you 
know what you’re doing. I think 
there should also be more 
knowledge available to inform 
fighters as well.

6. Who wins and how in Haye 
or Bellew?
David Haye. Providing he stays 
injury free. 

7. Who wins and how in 
Saunders v Lemieux?
Saunders for me. His boxing 
ability is the key.

8. Who is the hottest UK 
prospect?
Anyone on my stable team: 
Isaac Chamberlain, Chris Kongo 
or Richard Riakporhe.

9. How important is it to 
remain undefeated?
Because of what Mayweather 
has done, going 50-0 it has 
become a must to remain 
undefeated! I think it will change 
over time though and it needs 
to; back to the old school way of 
fighting, as the best go head to 
head and forget about the 0.

10. What is the hardest thing 
about boxing?
The consistency! You can’t 
buy fitness, so you’ve got to 
keep working. There’s always 
room to improve on technique 
and methods in the ring, so just 
sticking to it all the time.

11. Which two fighters from 
any era would be your dream 
fight?
Sugar Ray Leonard or Pernell 
Whitaker vs Floyd Mayweather. 
Oh and Ali vs Tyson

12. What do you want your 
lasting legacy to be?
I want to be an inspiration to the 
world, to those who came from 
trouble backgrounds, poverty, 
gangs or prison and show to 
them that they can achieve their 
dreams. I want to inspire people 
to get up and go and chase their 
dream because I did it, so it is 
possible.

Phillips2
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1. Who is your favourite all 
time boxer?
Ricky Hatton

2. Who is your favourite active 
boxer?
Anthony Crolla

3. What do you make of 
boxers who trash talk?
It’s a good thing. I like people that 
speak their mind and do their 
own thing. More boxers should 
do it, it gets their name out there 
but they have to be able to back 
up the talk.

4. What is the key to winning 
your next fight?
No secret just live the life and 
train hard making sure you give 
it 100% every time you step in 
the ring.

You can follow Jack’s career 
on Instagram: boxing_ripper 
and Twitter: ripper_boxing

5. What are your thoughts 
on performance enhancing 
drugs?
I’ve always been proud to be a 
straight edge superstar, hate 
drugs and everything they stand 
for.

6. Does boxing need Tyson 
Fury?
Boxing doesn’t need anyone 
nor does any other sport. Fury 
hasn’t boxed for 2/3 years and 
boxing is still going. Same with 
Floyd Mayweather. Plus Fury 
shouldn’t be allowed to box any 
more. He’s not well. It’s not right to 
let him box and he also has to do 
a ban for taking drugs.

7. What do you think about 
drug cheats?
Any drug, no matter how big or 
small, it should be a ban for life. 
I’ve spoke already about drugs 
and as we are athletes we have 
to live the life because people 
look up to us. All we have to do 
is stay off drugs, it isn’t hard. Any 
drug cheat should be banned 
for life. It’s that simple. It would be 
good to see how many people 
stop taking them then.

8. Who is the hottest UK 
prospect?
I would have to say Josh Kelly 
and Josh Taylor.

9. How important is it to 
remain undefeated?
Not important at all. All the greats 
have lost: Muhammad Ali, Mike 
Tyson, Roy Jones Jr. It means 
nothing. Maybe to casual fans it 
means something, but it doesn’t. 
Look at Arturo Gatti and Micky 
Ward... all the greats have lost.

10. What is the hardest thing 
about boxing?
Selling tickets. 

11. Which two fighters from 
any era would be your dream 
fight?
As I’m a Hatton fan, it would 
have to be Hatton vs Oscar De 
La Hoya. That would of been a 
great fight.

12. What do you want your 
lasting legacy to be?
I just want to be remembered 
as a fighter who never ducked 
anyone and has always been in 
great fights… and hopefully pick 
up a title or two along the way!

Hughes2



GOD’SGIFT
e fight fans are a 
curious bunch. Always 
as k i n g  q u e st i o n s , 

seeking knowledge to expand 
on our boxing learning from 
our scholars whether it be as 
first-hand accounts or via social 
media, encountering debates 
on who the best at a specific 
time was/is and more often 
than not we arrive at an impasse.

On December 9th at New York’s 
Madison Square Garden, we will 
get an answer to a long drawn 
out conversation on who would 
win between two of the unpaid 
ranks greatest in a bout when 
we see WBO World Super 
Featherweight champion Vasyl 
Lomachenko try to stave off 
the challenge of WBO World 
Super Featherweight titleholder, 
G u i l l e r m o  R i g o n d e a u x .

Bob Arum, a veteran of over 
50 years of matchmaking, 
including some of the biggest 
bouts in the history of the sport, 
considers the contest “a historic 
milestone” in his professional 
career. Which speaks volumes 
about the magnitude of this 
event. The fight represents 
the first time a pair of two-time 
Olympic Gold medallists will 
face off in the professional 
ranks. Both men coming from a 
pedigree of the highest of stock.

Vasyl Lomachenko, long thought 
of as the bogeyman of the 
amateurs, clocked up a resume 

of 396-1, winning Olympic Gold 
in 2008 and 2012. Whilst the 
man standing across from him 
on will be Guillermo Rigondeaux, 
born into the Cuban regime 
he was Fidel Castro’s beacon 
for the sport, racking up 463-
12 adding two top podium 
finishes in the process 
during the 2000 and 2004 
Olympics, before his eventual 
defection to pursue his dream 
of becoming boxing’s best.

To accomplish this, or go a long 
way in doing so, Rigondeaux 
will step up two weight classes 
to give himself the ultimate test. 
Years of avoidance from his 
divisiones supposed best, mixed 
with promotional issues from the 
man he will do duel with, in Top 
Rank’s Bob Arum, has meant 
that he needed to do something 
drastic in the hope of once 
more arriving at the forefront 
of people’s Pound 4 Pound 
listings. Thus he has earmarked 
Lomachenko for the #Rigolution.

Rigondeaux’s signature win so 
far was against Nonito Donaire in 
2013, dissecting the Filipino who 
at the time was a legitimate front-
runner for one of boxing’s best, 
doing it in such a manner that 
prompted the “Just tell him no” 
attitude from future opposition.

His last outing was a non-
contest over Moises Flores, 
a decision rendered when he 
was adjudged to have scored 

a knockout after the bell had 
sounded. A rematch was 
ordered but Rigondeaux opted 
instead to follow the rainbow 
where a Lomachenko sized 130 
pound pot of gold sat in waiting. 
Undeterred by the rise in weight, 
Rigondeaux stated recently:

“Weight classes don’t win 
fights -- fighters do. And I look 
forward to delivering the best 
performance of my career, 
beating a fellow legendary 
Olympian in Lomachenko 
and solidifying my place as 
one of the best pound-for-
pound fighters of this era.”

Lomachenko has other ideas, 
on his own quest to become 
boxings finest, fighting out of 
Oxnard, California, he won 
a featherweight world title 
in his third professional fight; 
tying the record for fewest to 
win a world title by defeating 
Gary Russell Jr. He replicated 
the feat in becoming the first 
fighter to become a two-
weight world champion in just 
his seventh professional bout 
by beating Roman Martinez 
in 2016, to capture the WBO 
Super Featherweight crown.

His most prominent win so far 
was his dismantlement of the 
big punching Nicolas Walters, 
making the Jamaican wave 
the white flag of surrender, 
coming to the realisation that 
he had brought a knife to a 

gunfight. Vasyl is coming off 
the impressive beatdown of 
Colombian puncher Miguel 
Marriaga in August, another 
spectacle which left us in awe 
at the way in which he batted 
away challenges to his title:

“It will be a big battle for boxing 
fans and boxing history,” 
Lomachenko said.  “ This 
battle will open our maximum 
potential. It will be the best 
New Year’s present for boxing 
fanatics. Trust me on this one.”

Th e  m a i n st re a m  m e d i a 
gives little scope for the 
part time boxing fan to get 
excited, promotion has been 
abandoned for the most part, 
which is a shame because 
this is the type of contest that 
purists get the jitters from. The 
type of fight which allows us 
to appreciate the art, without 
the propaganda. The type 
so at odds with the farce that 
was forced upon us for bouts 
such as Floyd Mayweather 
v s .  C o n o r  M c G r e g o r.

This is, like Lomachenko says, 
a gift to boxing fanatics. I, much 
like most of you reading this, 
will be awaiting this bout with 
open arms and a smile as 
wide as the Hudson river, as I 
will finally have an answer to 
the question: who would win 
a contest of Amateur Gods?

W

Lomachenko vs. Rigondeaux

Written By: 
Paul Daley 
@TopClassBoxing
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Weight classes don’t win fights...
fighters do And I look forward to 
delivering the best performance 
of my career, beating a fellow 

legendary Olympian.

Written By: 
Paul Daley 
@TopClassBoxing
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anada has a long and 
historical past when 
it comes to pugilism, 

from former world champions 
such as Trevor Berbick, Lennox 
Lewis, Arturo Gatti and Lucien 
Bute to the current WBC Light 
Heavyweight champion Adonis 
Stevenson. The country isn’t 
an easy place to go to for any 
fighter, the fans love the sport 
and big crowds are a common 
theme, but British traveller Billy 
Joe Saunders is going into 
the Lion’s Den with his WBO 
Middleweight strap against one 
of the biggest punchers on the 
planet, local hero David Lemieux. 
Scheduled for December 19th 
in Montreal, Quebec, this is a 
classic case of ‘The Boxer vs 
The Puncher’. Saunders the 
slick unbeaten southpaw with 
a brilliant boxing brain, coming 
up against the knockout artist 
Lemieux, who has stopped 33 
opponents from his 38 wins.
It has been a mixed couple of 
years for the pair: the fight will be 
for the belt Saunders has held 
since defeating Ireland’s Andy 
Lee in 2015, whilst Lemieux 
has worked himself back into 
mandatory contention for world 
honours ever since losing his 
IBF Middleweight title against 
Gennady Golovkin in 2015. 

The usual case for British World 
champions is to defend on 
home soil, the reason this is over 
the Atlantic is due to Golden 
Boy promoting Lemieux… 
and stumping up more cash. 
HBO and Golden Boy have 
secured home advantage 
for the Canadian, to give him 
a bigger chance to hold the 
final piece of the middleweight 
puzzle. So that the winner of 
Golovkin and Canelo 2 (if it 
happens) can fight Lemieux 
for all the middleweight belts. 
With that being said, Saunders 
has never boxed professionally 
out of the UK, so he has it 
tough coming into this fight.  
Saunders is known for his 
entertaining build ups during his 
fights, the initial press conference 
for this was no different: 

“Lemieux is a very good fighter... 
against B level opponents.” 

A comment that didn’t go down 
well with the Canadian crowd. 
And with each passing event, 
the Billy Joe Saunders resume 
gets better, names such as 
Lee, Eubank Jr and Monroe Jr 
topped off with Lemieux will 
arguably recognise him as the 
best in the middleweight division 

C

Written By: 
Connor Hutton @CanvasBoxing
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outside of Canelo and GGG.
Lemieux has been quietly 
working his way through 
opponents with four wins on 
the bounce and now that he is 
boxing in his back yard, there 
is no greater chance to win 
another world title, and have 
that all elusive rematch with 
GGG that he craves so much. 
He will have to work for it in 
the ring, and looking for those 
knockout shots against one 
of the slickest champions out 
there may not be the way to go. 
If Lemieux wants to win this, he 
may have to resort to his boxing 
skills rather than brute power.
Middleweight is one of the most 
famous divisions in the history 
of the sport, the reason being 
is they have the size to really 
box and move, and the power 
to knock anyone out. This fight 
has all that and more. Often we 
see boxers with the quote: “have 
gum shield, will travel” on their 
social media page, this is one of 
those rare occasions where a 
boxer says, “have world title, will 
travel.” Because the Montreal 
doesn’t phase Saunders. 
Nothing does. He has talent, 
passion and courage. Expect 
nothing less from a traveller. 

Written By: 
Connor Hutton @CanvasBoxing
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HEN PEARCE VS 
JEM BELCHER (1805) 

Jem Belcher was born with 
boxing in his blood. Grandson of 
champion Jack Slack who was 
himself allegedly the grandson 
of the first champion James Figg. 

Belcher began fighting in Bristol 
aged 12, at 17 made his debut in 
the London prize ring and at 19 
he was Champion of England. 

Disaster struck in 1803 when at 
the zenith of his career he lost 
an eye after being hit playing 
tennis. Forced to retire, Belcher 
became a publican and was 
happy when young Bristolian 
Hen Pearce carried on the 
pugilistic reputation of their 
city in the capital. Belcher’s 
pride however, soon made 
way for jealousy, as Pearce’s 
reputation grew and he was 
proclaimed the new champion. 

Belcher was tempted back and 
on December 6th 1805 the two 
undefeated champions met on 
Barnby Moor, Nottinghamshire. 
Belcher having won the toss of a 
coin to choose the battleground 
picked a spot near the seat 
of his friend Captain Mellish 
which, being 150 miles from 
London, also reduced the 
possibility of police interference. 

Each man’s reputation was 
such that the betting public 
couldn’t split them. A ring of 
20ft was roped off with an outer 
ring twice that size staked to 
prevent crowd interference. 
Spectators displayed their 
allegiance by the colours they 
wore; yellow for Belcher, blue 
with a bird’s eye for Pearce, 
nicknamed The Game Chicken. 

On stripping it became clear 
that Belcher’s condition had 
deteriorated whilst out of 
the ring, Pearce looking the 
far stronger man. Belcher’s 
confidence was unwavering, 
feeling he was the faster man 
and better boxer. In the opening 

round Belcher let fly with a 
terrific punch over the guard of 
Pearce opening a nasty cut over 
the eye. As the two men closed 
Pearce showed his athleticism 
by throwing Belcher onto the 
cold turf. It was a finale which 
repeated itself for the next 
three rounds but in the fifth, an 
overconfident Pearce found 
himself thrown for the first time. 

The seventh round saw 
Belcher take control with 
parries and counters but 
Pearce secured a headlock 
and hammered away with his 
free hand until both men fell. 

Belcher’s champion pedigree 
could only take him so far. In 
the tenth he started tiring and in 
the twelfth was at the mercy of 
the younger man. But showing 
his trademark compassion 
Pearce exclaimed, “I’ll take no 
advantage of thee Jem. I’ll not hit 
thee lest I hurt thine other eye!” 

The courageous Jem however 
carried on for six more futile 
rounds until he was forced 
to concede defeat for the 
first time in his career. Pearce 
somersaulted in elation at 
having vanquished the great 
Belcher. Sadly, neither man 
would see old age. Pearce 
died of consumption in 
1809 aged 32, a victim of his 
fondness for gin palaces. 

Belcher prolonged his career in 
vain, like many pugilists before 
and since, losing twice to future 
champion Tom Cribb. Poor 
Jem gambled and drank his 
fortune away and developed 
pneumonia whilst serving a jail 
term. When a benefit was held 
in his honour in July 1811 he was 
a frail shell of his former self and 
four weeks later he died aged 30.
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